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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
The major news in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area in March was the announ ced closing of the 
Health-tex Inc. apparel manufacturing plant in Brunswick . About 175 people were laid off between the 
middle of February and the middle of March. Most of the remaining workers should be laid off by the end 
of April. The company formerly employed over 400 people. The lost jobs and inc omes should result in a 
slowdown in local economic activity. The local economy had expanded at a healthy rate in recent years. 
Despite the bad news, resident employment increased from 23,500 in Februa ry to 24,200 in March, as job 
gains in shipbuilding, wholesale and retail trade, and construction outnumbered the Health-tex layoffs. 
Total joblessness increased from 920 in February to 1,070 in March . As a result, the local unemployment 
rate increased from 3.8 percent in February to 4.2 percent in March. During the same period, the state's 
unemployment rate fell from 5.9 percent to 5.5 percent, while the national un employment rate dipped from 
7.2 percent to 6.9 percent. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Economic conditions in the Biddeford Labor Market Area improved in March as the unemployment rate fel 1 to 
4.9 percent , down from 6.5 percent last month and 5.8 percent a year ago. The local unemployment rate 
was below the 5. 5 percent statewide rate and the rate of 6.9 percent for the Nation. Resident employment 
increased by almost 600 in March, rising to 22,760 from 22,180 last rronth . A year ago resident employ-
ment stood at 22,540, about 200 less than the current level. Over-the-month employment grOilth was prima-
rily attributable to increased activity in textiles, leather and leather products, construction, and 
retail trade. The number unemployed declined in March, falling to 1,170 from 1,530 in February, for an 
over-the-month decline of 360. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Economic conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) improved slightly in 
March. From February to March, resident employment increased by 300 to 36,900, while unemployment de-
clined by 100 to 2,500. This resulted in a March unemployment rate of 6.3 percent, which compared with 
6.6 percent last month and 8.0 percent a year ago. Local nonfarm wage and salary employment remained un-
changed at 38,000 in March. During the month, job gains were reported in retai l trade (+200); transporta-
tion, communication, and public utilities (+100); and lumber and wood products manufacturing (+100). Lay-
offs were reported in services (-200); finance, insurance, and real estate (-100); and nonelectrical 
machinery manufacturing (-100). The local economy was given a boost by the proposed expansion of a na-
tionally known firm. L.L. Bean, Inc. of Freeport announced it will open a telemarketing center in the 
Lewis ton-Auburn area. The telephone center is expected to open in the spring of 1988 and provide 100 to 
125 year-round jobs and another 300 to 325 seasonal positions during the Christmas shopping season. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Resident employment in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) climbed to 110,700 this month, up 
from 109 ,400 in February and 107,900 a year ago. The number unemployed fell to 3,300, down from 3,400 
last month and 3,500 a year ago. The local unemployment rate fel 1 for the second consecutive month, 
reaching 2.9 percent from February's rate of 3.0 percent and falling below the 3.1 percent rate recorded 
a year ago. The Portland MSA unemployment rate remained below the statewide rate of 5.5 percent and the 
national rate of 6. 9 percent. Employment growth was concentrated in the nonma nufacturi ng sector, wh i 1 e 
manufacturing employment remained virtually unchanged over the month. New jobs were created in the 
expanding services industries, lead by health and professional services and business and repair services. 
Construction; finance, insurance and real estate; and government also expanded. Net employment in manu-
facturing was unchanged as losses in transportation equipment were offset by gains in paper and allied 
products. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Labor market conditions in the Rumford Labor Market Area were mixed in March. On the one hand, resident 
employment increased from 7,230 in February to 7,650 in March, as a result of job gains in retail trade 
and construction. On the other hand, unemployment rose from · 560 to 600, largely because of layoffs in 
the shoe and logging industries. The combination of increases in both employment and unemployment caused 
the local unemployment rate to rise from 7.2 percent in February to 7.3 percent in March. Meanwhile, 
both state and national unemployment rates declined in March. Maine's unemployment rate dropped to 5.5 
percent in March from 5.9 percent in February, while the national rate declined to 6.9 percent from 7.2 
percent in February. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Economic conditions in the Waterville Labor Market Area improved in March. The number employed increased 
from 20 ,220 in February to 20,440 in March. At the same time, the number unemployed declined from 1,240 
to 1,090 . The resultant unemployment rate of 5.1 percent was below the rate of 5.8 percent recorded both 
a month ago and a year ago. The local unemployment rate was somewhat below the statewide rate of 5.5 per-
cent and was well below the national rate of 6.9 percent. Locally, overall manufacturing employment 
remained unchanged, while nonmanufacturing increased seasonally. Employment gains in nonmanufacturing 
were noted in contract construction and retail trade. 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES 31 
LABOR FORCE~/ RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT 
AREAS 
Mar. 87 Feb. 87 Mar. 86 Mar. 8 7 Feb. 8 7 Mar. 86 Mar. 87 
MAIN E·Statewlde . ... ..... ... .. .. 540.7 533.9 536.5 510.8 502.6 503 . 0 29.9 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
B1ngor MSA ..... . . ... . ... . . . . 38,800 38, 900 40,400 36 , 700 36, 700 38 ,000 2, 100 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA .. . .. . ... . 39 , 400 39,200 39 , 900 36 ,900 36,600 36 , 700 2,500 
Portl1nd MSA . . . ... . ... .. 114 ,000 112,800 111,400 110, 700 109,400 107, 900 3,300 
Portsmouth-Dover· 
Rocheater MSA ]/ .. .. . ..... . n/a 122,800 117,500 n/a 119,300 113, 900 n/ a 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta . ' . .. . .. . .. ... .. ... 30,500 29 ,960 30,530 28 ,640 28,060 28, 730 1,860 
Bath·Brunawlck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2'.:l,270 24, 420 24 ,120 24,200 23,500 23,090 1, 070 
Bell111t. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .... lU,030 9,710 10,310 8,990 8,660 9, 170 1,040 
Biddeford .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . ' 23,930 23, 710 23 ,920 22 ,760 22, 180 22,540 1,170 
Boothbay HarborWlscauet . . . .. 10,910 10 ,500 l l, 150 10,370 9,890 10,500 540 
Ca la la-Eastport .. 12,560 12,520 12,450 11, 130 11,040 11, 020 1,430 
Caribou-Presque Isle ... . .. . .. . 20,980 20. 750 20, 700 18,830 18,550 18,900 2,150 
Central Penobscot . . ...... ... . . 2,490 2,490 2,480 2,300 2,290 2,260 190 
Dover-Foxcroft ...... .. . 6,320 6,240 6,230 5,900 5,850 5,850 420 
Ellsworth .. ..... . .. . . .... . .. . . 20,110 19,410 19,510 18,280 17,540 17,650 1,830 
Farmington . . . .. . . . . .. . . 11, 830 12,050 12,080 11,130 11,320 11, 140 700 
Fort Kent-Allagash .. ..... ..... . 4,830 4,870 4,890 4,300 4, 460 4,300 530 
Greenville . . . ' .. . .... 1,050 1,190 1,230 980 1,110 1,100 70 
Houlton . . . . . . 5,460 5,340 5,480 5,100 4,980 5,060 360 
Kittery-Yori! JI . 
. . · ·· ·· · . . .. . 
27,440 27,270 26,390 26,930 26,630 25,890 510 
Lincoln-Howland . . .. . .. . 5,020 5,000 5,190 4,700 4,710 4,800 320 
Livermore Falla . . . . . . . . 4,020 3, 920 4,050 3, 710 3,540 3, 700 310 
Madawaska-Van Buren . . .. ... 3,580 3,480 3, 560 3,150 3,090 3, 120 430 
Miiiinocket-East Miiiinocket ..... 4,070 4,020 4,360 3,830 3,800 3,970 240 
Norway-Paris . . . . ..... . ..... 10,990 10,560 10,580 10, 320 9,960 9,610 670 
Patten-Island Falls .. . .. . . ...... 2,360 2, 310 2,220 2,190 2, 170 2,070 170 
Rockland . .. . . . .. ..... .. · ] · 16,660 16,490 16,370 15,790 15,530 15,220 870 
Rumford .. ... . . . . ' . . . . . . . 8,250 7, 790 H,070 7,650 7,230 7,390 600 
Sanford . .. . .. .. ...... 14,920 14,610 14,810 14,060 13, 790 13,740 860 
Sebago Lakea Region .. .... .. . . 10,970 10,750 10,550 10,580 10,310 10,060 390 
Skowhegan . . . . . . ... . 22,640 22,360 21, 960 21,150 20,520 20,090 1,490 
Southwest Penobscot . . . . . . . . 10,020 9, 940 10,180 9, 230 9,040 9,220 790 
Waterville .... . . . . . . . 21,530 21,460 21,520 20,440 20,220 20,270 1,090 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut . . .... ... . . . .. .. . . n/a 1,716 .1 1,711 . 0 n/a 1,647.2 1,637.1 n/a 
Massachusetts ..... . . . ... . . . .. 3,04B.5 3,002.0 3,030 .7 2, 912 .4 2,884 .0 2,900.4 136.0 
New Hampshire . .. . .. . . . . . .. n/a 556.0 544.3 n/a 540.9 525.8 n/a 
Rhode Island . .. . .. . .. . ... . . . . 506.0 504.9 502 . 5 484.1 481.3 478.6 21 .9 
Vermont ... . ... . ... . . . . . . . .. 295.1 294.3 . 286.9 281.2 279.4 270 .0 13.9 
NEW ENGLAND STATES . . n/a 6,606.3 6,611.9 n/a 6,335.4 6,314.9 n/a 
UNITED STATES 41 . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 118,353 117,967 117,187 110,229 109,464 108.807 8.124 
MSA-Metropolllan Sla lls tlcal Area 
Note: nla lndlcRtes th at the lnformallon was not available al the time of printing. Employmenl and unemployment may not add to labor force due to rounding . 
Footnotu 
JJ LBbor rorce .employmnnt . and unemployment data for all areas not seasonal ly adlusled. Estimates made Independently for each labor market area have been benchmarked to and 
oxtrapolated from tho Current F\'.>pulatlon Survey estimates for the sta te. All data adjusted to place of residence basis. Excludes members of the Armed Forces. 
.2J Current and last month llgures prellmtnary: year ago llgures revised . 
..JI Klltory York Is the ol t,ht lqwn Maino portion of the F\'.>rumouth-Dover-Aochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and New Hampshire. 
jj National ~ellmatoR t'>a setJ on a samplo of hou!ohohJ visits; state estimates based on en largements of employment fiQu,es reporled 
THESE DATA ARE DE\l(l.DPED BY THE MAINE BUHEAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
Mar . 80 M:i r. 87 Ft>h 87 M;ir Rf> 
33 . 5 5.5 5.9 6.2 
2,400 5.4 5.7 5.9 
3,200 6.3 6.6 8.0 
3,500 2. 9 3.0 3.1 
3,600 n/a 2.9 3. 0 
1,800 6.1 6. 3 5.9 
1,030 4.2 3.8 4. 3 
1,140 10.4 10.8 11.1 
1,380 4.9 6.5 5. 8 
650 4.9 5.8 5.8 
1,430 11.4 11.8 11. 5 
1,800 10.2 10.6 8.7 
220 7.6 8.0 8. 9 
380 6.6 6.3 6. 1 
1,860 9.1 9.6 9.5 
940 5.9 6.1 7.8 
590 11.0 8.4 12.1 
130 6.7 6.7 10.6 
420 6.6 6.7 7.7 
500 1.9 2.3 1.9 
390 6.4 5.8 7.5 
350 7.7 9.7 8.6 
440 12.0 11.2 12.4 
390 5. 9 5.5 8.9 
970 6.1 5.7 9. 2 
150 7.2 6.1 6. 8 
1,150 5.2 5.8 7 .o 
680 7.3 7.2 8.4 
1,070 5.8 5.6 7.2 
490 3.6 4.1 4.6 
1,870 6.6 8.2 8.5 
960 7.9 9.1 9.4 
1,250 5.1 5.8 5.8 
73.9 n/a 4.0 4.3 
130.3 4.5 3. 9 4.3 
18.5 n/a 2. 7 3.4 
23 .9 4.3 4.7 4.8 
16.9 4.7 5.1 5.9 
297 . 0 n/a 4.1 4.5 
8.380 6.9 7.2 7.2 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
A decrease in the number unemployed helped lower the unemployment rate in the Augusta Labor Market Area from 6.3 per-
cent in February to 6 .1 percent in March. The number unemployed dee lined from 1, 900 to 1, 860, wh i1 e employment rose 
from 28,060 to ?8,640. The current unemployment rate was above the state's rate of 5.5 percent but was below the 
national rate of 6.9 percent. Once again , employment in the manufacturing sector declined. Manufacturing losses 
were led by conti nuing layoffs in apparel, which were partially offset by gains in electrical and electronic equip-
ment. On the other hand, the nonma nu facturi ng sector evidenced overall employment gains. Most of these gains were 
in contract construction. A year ago, employment stood at 28,730, while 1,800 local residents were unemployed. The 
resultant unemployment rate at that t i me was 5.9 percent. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Bango r Metropolitan Statistical Area decreased from 5.7 percent in February to 5.4 per-
cent in March due to a dee rea se in the number of unemployed. Resident employment remained uncha nged at 36, 700, 
while the number of unemployed decreased from 2,200 in February to 2,100 in March. The corresponding state and na-
tional unemployment rat es for this March were 5.5 percent and 6.9 percent, respectively. A year ago, ?,400 local 
residents were unemployed. and the un employment rate stood at 5.9 percent . Manufacturing employment increased 
slightly between February and March, with modest gains reported in paper and allied products; petroleum and coal 
products; and stone, clay, and glass products. These gains were partially offset by l osses in machinery, except 
electrical, and textile mill products. In nonmanufacturing, seasonal employment gains in nond omestic services and 
government were more than offset by losses in contract construction and wholesale and retail trade. 
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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF 
I..J1!~ ~-~ '-! i ~~:::,u.~:::~::,:~::·:~::.~. CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE COUNTY 
STATISTICAL DATA SERIES: CCLF 3-87 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE~ UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RESIDENT EMPLOYED COUNTY J1 
Mar. 87 I Feb. 87 I Mar. 86 I Mar. 87 I Feb. 87 I Mar. 86 I Mar. 87 I Feb. 87 I Mar. 86 I Mar. 87 I Feb. 87 I Mar. 86 
ANDROSCOGGIN . ... . ........ ... . .. . 45,300 I 44,970 I 45,780 2,810 2,970 3,570 6.2 6.6 
AROOSTOOK . . ..................... . 36,490 I 36,020 I 36,110 3,590 3,430 3,350 9.8 9.5 
CUMBERLAND ................ . ..... . 122,290 I 120,510 I 119,260 3,660 3,630 3,970 3.0 3.0 
FRANKLIN .................. . ..... . 11,830 12,050 12,080 700 730 940 5.9 6.1 
HANCOCK .... .. .......... ... . . .... . 20,110 19,410 19,510 1, 830 1,870 1,860 9.1 9.6 
KENNEBEC .. ....•........ . .. .. ... . .. 50,540 49,960 50,540 2,830 3,030 2,920 5. 6 6.1 
KNOX . .. .................... . ... . .. . 14,840 14,690 14,570 790 880 1,030 5.3 6. 0 
LINCOLN ....... . ...... ...... .... . .. . 13,230 12,780 13 ,410 650 720 790 4.9 5.6 
OXFORD . .. . .... . ........ .... ... .. . . 21,280 20,370 20,610 1,280 1,190 1,650 6.0 5.8 
PENOBSCOT ... . . ...... .. .. . . .. ... . . 59,940 59,970 62,000 3,620 3,800 4,270 6.0 6.3 
PISCATAQUIS .. .. ...... . ....... . .. . . . 7,370 7,430 7,460 490 470 510 6.6 6.3 
SAGADAHOC .. ... .. •.. . .. . .. .. .... .. 13,390 12,940 12,870 670 570 680 5.0 4.4 
SOMERSET .. . . . .. .. . . 22,640 22,360 21,960 1,490 1,840 1,870 6.6 8.2 
WALDO . .... 11,180 10,880 11,530 1,130 1,150 1, 260 10.1 10.6 
WASHINGTON .... 12,560 12,520 12,450 1,430 1,480 1,430 11.4 11.8 
YORK . .. . .. .. . . ....... . . 77 ,810 77,050 76,310 2,990 3,550 3,410 3.8 4.6 
!! Labor fo rce. ernp lo) ment. and unemployment data are not seas onally ad justed . All data are on a p lace of res idence bas is. Members of the armed forces are excluded . 
;?..: Cu rr e "'. and last rnor,:h fi gu res prel im inary: year ago f igures revi sed . 
THESE D,VA ARE DEVELOPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH TH E US . BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
7.8 42,490 I 42,000 I 42,210 
9.3 32,900 I 32,590 I 32,820 
3.3 118,630 I 116,940 I 115,290 
7. 8 11,130 11 , 320 11,140 
9.5 18,280 I 11 ,540 17,650 
5.8 47,710 I 46,930 47,620 
7.1 14,050 I 13,810 13,540 
5.9 12,580 I 12,060 12,620 
8.0 20,000 I 19,180 18, 960 
6.9 56,320 I 56,170 57,730 
6.8 6,880 I 6,960 6,950 
5.3 12,120 I 12,310 12,190 
8.5 21,150 I 20,520 20,090 
10.9 10,050 9,730 10,270 
11.5 ll, 130 11,040 11,020 
4.5 74,820 73,500 72,900 
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